A TRUE STORY OF A LONG GRASS MARTYR: Bob Bunduwabi 1931 - 1997
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Leprosy victims
without a home

By JEREMY HIGGINS

Bobby’s arms and legs are just
stumps. He suffers from ‘long stan-
ding inactive dismorphous’ leprosy.

So does his mate
Jimmy. That means
they are cured of the
disease but still have
to live with the
physical manifesta-
tions, the amputated
and twisted limbs,
the attendant infec-
tions.

They live under a cor-
rugated iron ‘bivouac’ on
the Kululuk Aboriginal
Reserve between Fannie
Bay and Nightcliff.

They sleep on foam rub-
ber mattresses.

There's an old billy for
making tea

Nearby is a pile of beer-
cans. For company they
have five mangey dogs.
Until recently their
home was the East Arm
Leprosariam (which was
closed earlier this year), a
special hospital for

Aborigines many of whom
“cannot cope with the
high-powered approach of
modern hospitals.”

Jimmy and Bob were
happy at East Arm

It's closing  was
traumatic, akin to being
kicked out of a family
home.

Now they rely on the
help of people living in
Kululuk and daily visits
from health workers.

They won't go to
Casuarina Hospital for
treatment because they
“feel shamed.”

In fact they rarely leave
the camp site for any
reason.

Bobby's artificial legs
are almost unused.

The Star contacted the
Health Department for
comment and spoke to an

inspector who said he was
“not aware of the situa-
tion” and would call us

back.
He did not do so
No-one at Casuarina

Hospital's. Leprosy. Con-
trol Unit was prepared to
comment.

A spokesman from the
Health  Department
stressed that Bobby had

A pathetic sight . .

been deemed fit to look
after himself.

He and all but two of the
former patients from East
Arm did not “warrant
hospitalisation.”

This assessment had
been made by. among
others, the “acknowledg-
ed expert on leprosy” Dr
John Hargrave.

=

Minister for Health, Mr
lan Tuxworth, said in a
press release earlier this
year that “East Arm" was.
an ideal anachronism in
the 1980's.”

He said: “Leprosy pa-
tients prefer to be treated
in their own communities
or local hospitals."

Apparently the opera-

i bobby rests at his hone on the beach.

tion was also costing too
much money.

Bobby and Jimmy
meanwhile are hoping to
move to Bagot Reserve
for the wet season.

Their present “accom-
modation’ is totally inade-
quate for rainy weather

There's a chance their

health could deteriorate
even further if they fail to
be housed properly.

At the moment.
however. it's difficult to
know who cares.
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As a young man Bob Bunduwabi had been taken to the East Arm Hospital. After the hospital was closed in 1982 Bob camped in the bush around Darwin. Before long, the NT Government or the City Council would order Gojok (his skin name) to move on.
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After he was evicted from Lee Point in July, 1996, he went to Fish Camp to stay with Burarra people from Arnhem Land. The camp was beside Ludmilla Creek.
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At high tide Dulcie caught fish in the creek.                       Their only fresh water came in a truck.
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Len used his cast net in the creek.                             Politicians came to visit, but nothing changed.



